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                    WEBSITE:  https://www.waalpost79.org/ 

     WHATS HAPPENING  -  june /JULY 2024  

JUNE 12 (Wed)      TAHOMA NATIONAL CEMETERY HONOR GUARD DAY  

JUNE 13 (Thurs)    MONTHLY POST MEETING 7:00 PM AT THE POST WITH PIZZA 

       INSTALLMENT OF 2024-2025 OFFICERS BY DISTRICT CDR 

JULY 4 (Thurs)      INDEPENDENCE DAY NATIONAL HOLIDAY 

JULY 10 (Wed)      TAHOMA NATIONAL CEMETERY HONOR GUARD DAY  

JULY 11 (Thurs)   MONTHLY POST MEETING 7:00 PM AT THE POST 

                     Happy June, Everyone! 

May has concluded with little fanfare since it's traditionally a slow 
month for our Post.  While we await results from the 3 grants we've 
applied to, our upcoming Officer installations are scheduled for the 
June Post Meeting.  Current nominations are: 

¶ Post Commander:  Michael Pollina (incumbent) 

¶ 1st Vice Commander:  Chad Magendanz 

¶ 2nd Vice Commander:  Art Farash 

¶ Adjutant: George Townsend (incumbent) 

¶ Treasurer:  Vacant 

¶ Service Officer:  David Waggoner (incumbent) 

¶ Sgt-At-Arms:  Vacant 

¶ Judge Advocate:  Bill Cottringer 

¶ Chaplain:  Jim Besso (incumbent) 

¶ Historian:  No nominees 

Our planned Poppy Sales fundraiser for the Poppy Fund had to be significantly scaled back 
to only one location due to lack of volunteers.  In fact, volunteers within the Post itself is a 
serious issue that we must contend with.  Recent work parties at the Post and for Honor 
Guard, Poppy Sales saw the same, dedicated crew showing up...but 5 or 6 committed Le-
gionnaires aren't going to make our Post successful going forward.  We're nearing a point 
where more members need to shoulder the burden or this Post is going to have a hard 
time remaining solvent.                                                                              (Cont on Page 2) 
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Speaking of volunteers, we desperately need someone to self-nominate for the position of 

Treasurer.  Legion Bylaws REQUIRE a Post Commander, Adjutant and Treasurer.  Without a 

Treasurer, our operations literally come to a halt.  If you have any skills with accounting or 

spreadsheets, please give this some thought! 

Our next major Post project will be to replace the current siding on the building and paint 

the whole thing.  I can obtain the appropriate permissions from the County Heritage Site of-

fice, but we'll need funds on the order of $65,000 to complete the job.  Current grant appli-

cations won't cover that expenditure, and the County Heritage folks say they won't have any 

available grants until 2025, so we have yet another fiscal challenge to overcome soon. 

George Townsend, Adjutant  

The rhythmic churn of the landing craft engine thrummed against 

my ribs, a counterpoint to the frantic hammering of my 

heart.  The gray dawn offered no comfort, just a harsh reflection 

of the cold dread that gripped us all. Across the churning water, 

the Normandy coast loomed, a jagged maw promising both free-

dom and oblivion. Then, a Corporal pulled out a dog-eared paper-

back.  His voice, barely a whisper over the engine's roar, spoke of 

words etched in his memory: "The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? The 

Lord is the strength of my life; of whom shall I be afraid?" (Psalm 27:1).  A weight lifted 

from my chest, replaced by a tremor of hope. We were just men, hurtling towards a beach 

of fire. But with God as our shield, maybe, just maybe, we could weather the storm and 

emerge on the other side. 

June 6th marks the 80th anniversary of the Normandy Landings. I don't know who wrote 

that, but I thought it captured the moment of what D-Day meant to many of our brave com-

rades from not too many years past. This clip reminds us that no matter what we face, we 

have a Higher Power who has promised to face all of it with us. We might not face some-

thing as profound as those beaches, but He is with us in the little things as well. 

It seems I will have the honor and privilege of serving as your chaplain for another year. I 

look forward to the coming year and to the myriad changes that face our post and our com-

munity.  Together, with the Lord's help and direction, we will navigate the past as a band of 

brothers and sisters. Remember that you are never alone, and should the need arise, I am 

an email, text, or a phone call away. If you don't already have my contact information, ask 

me at a meeting, or let the Commander know, and he'll get us connected. 

 For His Glory,  

Jim Besso, Post 79 Chaplain 

                                                                                                

 

                            

  The chaplains  corner  
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May is over and what a month it was. Our Post started a small remodel pro-
ject in April after the homeless shelter moved out. We started with a clean-up 
with some of the ladies of post members helping with this. Next on the list 
was Painting the walls and floor, this was no easy job for our older members, 
but they came through. We were able to add a few things the post needed. 
We added a commercial Freezer, beverage cooler, Popcorn machine, and oth-
er items. 

A planned reopening of the post took place on May 27th, Memorial Day, Invitations had been 
sent out to guests and American Legion members and we had expected 25 to 50 people to 
come to the event, as it turned out we had over one hundred people show up. This included 
state representatives, Congress, King County council members, and the Sno-Valley Cham-
ber of Commerce, whose help was invaluable in informing the community about the open 
house. 

I was encouraged by what I was told: our name is getting out into the community. 

I would like to thank the wives, members, and others who helped make this reopening a 
success, without you, we could not have done it. We have plans on how to make our Post 
successful in the coming year. We will have new leadership coming into office this month to 
help ensure a successful year in continuing to help veterans, their families, and our commu-
nity. But this will take all of us to accomplish this.  

Michael Pollina                                                                                                    
Commander, Post 79 

May 7th Eastside Veterans Honor Guard was at Tahoma 
National Cemetery. There were eight services with Mili-
tary Honors, one of which was for a Retired Army Major 
General at which the Active Regular Army performed the 
Military Honors. Honored were two Navy and six Army 

Veterans, including one from the Korean War, one who served both in Korea and Vietnam, 
four Vietnam, and one with Persian Gulf service. We are showing photos from the one ser-
vice for a Retired Major General with the Regular Army providing Military Honors. 

Our Eastside Veterans Honor Guard depends on Volunteers from AL Post 79 along with 
two Volunteers from VFW Post 2995, which recently shut down its own Post Honor Guard.  
Our Volunteers are increasing in age with associated health problems and need one or two 
more Volunteers for the Rifle Detail.  Itôs a once a month commitment on the 2nd Wednes-
day of each month for between 2-6 hours depending on the number of committals. 

   Attention on deck -  from the commander  

                    Tahoma national cemetery  
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The weekend started off with Post Members volunteer-

ing to collect Poppy Fund donations at North Bend 

QFC on Saturday and Sunday where they raised about 

$3,500. Connecting the visual image of the poppy 

with the sacrifice of service made by our veterans has 

been an important goal of the American Legion Poppy 

Program since its inception in 1921. On Memorial Day 

and Veterans Day, millions of red crepe paper poppies 

are distributed across the country in exchange for do-

nations that go directly to assist disabled and hospital-

ized veterans in our communities and needy Active 

Duty Personnel and their Families.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The first service was at the Preston Cemetery at 9:00 am followed by Fall City Cemetery at 

10:00 am and lastly at Mt Si Cemetery in North Bend at 11:00. We are sharing a few    

photos with you however we have created an online Photo Album where you can see a    

collection of all our photos by visiting this Link:                                                                 

https://photos.app.goo.gl/pKMsbNuFsibFFYZa6 

              Our memorial day weekend  

Here is our Post Commander at one of 

the two entrances to QFC getting an   

early start at 7:30 on Saturday 

 FALL CITY CEMETERY 

     PRESTON CEMETERY FALL    CITY CEMETERY 

https://photos.app.goo.gl/pKMsbNuFsibFFYZa6
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Thereôs still moreðnext page shows the Grand Reopening of our re-

decorated Post Home 

MT SI CEMETERY NORTH BEND  RIFLE DETAIL AT FALL CITY 

Among the many honored guests were State Representative Bill      

Ramos, County Council Member Sarah Perry and Mayor Mary Miller of 

North Bend shown with Post 79 Commander Michael Pollina 
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                 POST 79ôS HOME GRAND REOPENING 

About 100 honored guests and guests from the local community came to our Grand Reopen-

ing at 1:00 pm and enjoyed the food and fellowship that was present in the Post for this mo-

mentuous event.  We are sharing here as few of the many photos taken which you can see 

at the Link to our Photo Album:  

              https://photos.app.goo.gl/pKMsbNuFsibFFYZa6 

https://photos.app.goo.gl/pKMsbNuFsibFFYZa6

