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                    WEBSITE:  https://www.waalpost79.org/ 

 WHATS HAPPENING   NOVEMBER-DECEMBER 2024  

 

NOV 20 (WED)    TURKEY PICKUP AT THE POST 12:00  IF YOU WANT A FREE   
     TURKEY DONATED BY THE SNOQUALMIE TRIBE  

NOV 21 (THURS) POKER NITE AT THE POST 6:30 TO 9:30 PM.  BEER AND HOT  
     DOGS AVAILABLE. 

DEC  11 (WED)    TAHOMA NATIONAL CEMETERY HONOR GUARD DUTY DAY                  

DEC  12 (THURS) MONTHLY POST MEETING  7:00 PM @ POST HALL.  POST 79   
      CHARTERED 115 YEARS AGO IN 1919 IN NORTH BEND. 

DEC 14 (SAT)      "TENTATIVE” ARMY/NAVY  GAME WATCH PARTY FOLLOWED BY 
     CHRISTMAS PARTY POTLUCK (DETAILS WILL BE ANNOUNCED) 

DEC 19 (THURS)  POKER NITE 6:30 TO 9:30 PM 

  ALL OTHER EVENTS WILL BE ANNOUNCED BY EMAIL AND ON FACEBOOK 

Dear Fellow Veterans 

Thank you all for being here as we honor our nationôs veterans—
those who have served in our armed forces, defending our free-
dom and protecting our way of life. Veterans Day is when we 
come together to reflect on the tremendous sacrifices made by 
the men and women in uniform. Itôs more than just a holiday. 
Itôs a moment to recognize the courage, dedication, and unwa-
vering commitment of those who put themselves in harmôs way 
so that we can live in peace. 

Our veterans come from all walks of life. They are our neigh-
bors, our friends, our family members. Some volunteered during 
times of peace, while others served during times of war. Others 
served most of their lives. No matter when or where they 
served, they did so with honor. And we owe them more than we 
can ever fully repay. 

Throughout history, our veterans have stood up for justice, de-
mocracy, and the rights of all people. Whether it was on the bat-
tlefields of World War II, the jungles of Vietnam, the deserts of 
the Middle East, or other places where freedom was threatened. 

         FROM THE POST COMMANDER 

https://www.waalpost79.org/
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                 Our veterans fought to defend the values we hold dear. But Veterans Day is not only a time to remem-
ber their bravery in battle. It is also a day to recognize their service long after the conflict ends. Many 
veterans continue to serve their communities, providing leadership, volunteering their time, and con-
tributing to the betterment of our society. Their service does not end when they take off their uniform.  

As we honor our veterans today, let us also remember the families who have supported them—the 
spouses, children, and parents who made their sacrifices. The strength of our nation is found not only 
in those who wear the uniform but also in those who stand behind them with love and support. 

We must ensure that our veterans are cared for, both physically and mentally, when they return home. 
Their challenges can be immense, and we must support them just as they have supported us. Whether 
through proper healthcare, access to education, or simply extending a helping hand, we must honor 
their sacrifice with action. 

So today, as we gather to reflect and pay our respects, let us commit to remembering our veterans  
service and sacrifice. Let us ensure that their contributions to our nation are never forgotten and that 
they continue to inspire future generations to uphold the values they fought to protect. 

To all veterans, past and present, we say thank you. Thank you for your courage, service, and unwa-
vering dedication to our country. May we never forget that freedom is not free and always honor those 
who have paid the price for it. Thank you. 

                            Michael Pollina, Commander                                                              

    American Legion Post 79, Snoqualmie, WA 
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Greetings once again, fellow vets!   

October and November (thus far) have been relatively busy for Post 79 actions and activities.  High on the 
list is the receipt and deposit of a $5000 grant from King County, courtesy of our local County Coun-
cilperson - Sarah Perry.  She has been an ardent supporter of our Snoqualmie Post in the past and contin-
ues to support our needs and requests going forward.   

In other events, we had a successful "1st Annual Disc Golf Tournament at the South Fork Park in October, 
and we've finally cleaned out the Post of all remaining "yard sale" materials and are now positioned to use 
the Post for events, gatherings and social occasions.  Among future plans are a combination Army/Navy 
Game watch party followed by a Christmas Party currently scheduled for December 14th.  We're envision-
ing a potluck dinner for the party and we're looking forward to a healthy Army-Navy rivalry for the upcom-
ing game (Go Navy!!!).   

Also planned is a much-needed removal of the tree that is located on our Veteran's Memorial 
grounds.  The tree has grown to the point it is upturning the engraved veteran bricks as well as impacting 
against our Post building.  We're looking to remove it before damage to our building is sustained in the 
coming Winter season.   

Last, but not least, is the future disbursement of Thanksgiving turkeys to our Post 
members at the Post building on Wednesday, November 20th at 12:00PM.  We'll be 
handing out 30 frozen turkeys that will be donated by the Snoqualmie Tribe (they 
are the BEST!), so look forward to swinging by the Post on that date to make your 
pickup.  Depending upon space in our new freezer, we may be able to host a 2nd 
pickup date for those of you who can't make the November 20th date.  May all of 
you have an enjoyable Veteran's Day on November 11th (my 70th birthday, by the 
way) and a safe and rewarding Thanksgiving Holiday! 

       Respectfully yours, George Townsend 

                  Adjutant/Finance Officer 

Eastside  Veterans Honor Guard 
had three busy months in Septem-
ber, October and November at Ta-
homa National Cemetery.   

On September 11th Eastside Veterans Honor Guard with members of Ameri-
can Legion Post 79 and VFW Post 2995 provided Miitary Honors today for 7 de-
parted Veterans with service in Korea and Vietman. We have had 45 services so 
far in 2024.  Additionally there was one service for a recently revovered WW II 
Pearl Harbor sailor with Active Duty Military Honors by the US Navy. Seaman 
First Class Ralph Keil was only 20 years old when he died aboard the USS Okla-
homa as a result of the attack on Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941. After re-
maining unidentified for decades, Ralph was accounted for on February 4, 2019, 
and will finally return home to be buried at Tahoma National Cemetery in Wash-
ington on September 11, 2024.           

           From the adjutants desk  

Tahoma national Cemetery military honors 

(Continued on Page 4) 
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On October 9th our small Eastside Veterans Honor Guard from American Legion Post 79 Snoqualmie 
and VFW Post 2995 Redmond had a rather long day with however only four services for one USAF and 
three US Army Veterans including one who served in Vietnam, two in the Persian Gullf and one other. The 

Team consisted of Chaplaln Michael Pollina 
and four Riflemen and a Team Leader. Our 
Bugler was Dave Dittemore from Enumclaw 
VFW.  

On Wednesday Nov 13th our Honor Guard 
had six services for three USAF, two US Ar-
my, and one USMC Retired USMC LTC, which 
included three with Vietnam service, two Ko-
rean War and one Persian Gulf War Veteran.  
This makes a total of 55 services with Mili-
tary Honors this year. 

Eastside Veterans Honor Guard presently has 
four Post 79 Members, including the Chaplain 
and three Rifle Team Members and well as 
two Redmond VFW Members and is facing 
the loss of several members in the next year 
due to aging and needs several new Mem-
bers willing and able to volunteer one 
Wednesday each month.  No experience is 
required.  All uniforms are provided.   

(Continued from Page 3) 

NOV 6TH 

    OCT 9TH 
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THE EASTSIDE VETERANS RIFLE TEAM ON NOV 13TH 

Saturday, December 7, 2024    Each year, thousands gather on the shores of Pearl Harbor to 

remember the events of December 7, 1941, reflecting on the lasting impact of that "Day of Infamy" and 
honoring the members of the Greatest Generation for their sacrifice, courage, and indomitable persever-
ance. On December 7, 1941, the Imperial Japanese Navy attacked the United States Naval Base at Pearl 
Harbor, Hawaii, killing 2,403 people and injuring 1,178.                                                                      

Casualties. The attack destroyed or damaged more than a dozen ships, including the USS Arizona and 
the USS Oklahoma, and sank four U.S. Navy battleships. It also destroyed 188 aircraft and damaged 159 
others. 

Reaction. The attack led to the United States entering World War II on the side of the Allies the follow-
ing day. President Franklin Roosevelt called December 7 "a date which will live in infamy" in an ad-
dress to Congress. 

Remembrance. The United States Congress designated December 7 as National Pearl Harbor Remem-
brance Day in 1994. Every year, the Pearl Harbor National Memorial hosts remembrance events, culmi-
nating in a ceremony on December 7. 

ART FARASH, COMMANDER, RIFLEMEN BRENT WILDE, GEORGE TOWNSEND, JEFF STARKEY 

 December 7 "a date which will live in infamy"  
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1. Our Post will need to review our By-laws this month to make sure they donôt contradict the 
Departmentôs new CBL document. My first glance doesnôt show any red flags. 

2. Steve Hobbs was re-elected in his position as Secretary of State. He is a member of the Lake 
Stevens American Legion Post and will be expediting the resolution of the non-profit status of 
the Department with the IRS to enable the Department to move to Probation Status. 

3. Once this happens two post members will join Al Jenson at the Department level: Michael 
Pollina as the Department Chaplain, and Bill Cottringer with the Internal Affairs Commission and 
the National and State Legislative Affairs Committee. 

Bill Cottringer,  Post 79 Judge Advocate 

Veterans Day Activities kicked off with the local schoolôs Veterans Day Assemblies with several 
Post Members as guests at Mt Si High Schoolôs Assembly and Veterans Breakfast on Thursday 
Nov 7th.  A slide show honored Veterans who are family members and school faculty.   

 

The main event was the Annual Flag 
Raising Ceremony on Nov 11th. On this 
Veterans Day, the Snoqualmie Casino 
paid tribute to the courageous men and 
women who have served and currently 
serve in the United States military.  The 
Snoqualmie Tribe expressed gratitude to 
all who joined the annual Veterans Day 
flag raising ceremony and was honored 
to have the Snoqualmie Tribe Color 
Guard raise our nationôs flag this morn-
ing along side the North Bend-
Snoqualmie American Legion Post 79/
Unit 79. Guest speakers included King 
County Councilmember Sarah Perry, 
Snoqualmie Mayor Katherine Ross, and 
our own Post 79 Commander Michael 
Pollina.  A complimentary Buffet was 
served all day for Veterans.  Hereôs a 
collection of photos from the Ceremony. 

  

           Judge AdvocAte’s RepoRt 

 Veterans day activities in the  valley 
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Since 2010 active-duty 

military families have 

found renewed relationships, healing, and peace 

while creating lifetime memories. Show their appre-

ciation for everyone in the military family who serve.  

 

    Our local partners and supporters 

VETERANS GET A 10% DISCOUNT ON 

ALL PURCHASES 

SUPPORTING MEMORIAL DAY OBSERVANCES            

AND POST EVENTS 

POST 79 IS A PROUD MEMBER 

SOUTH FORK RESTAURANT 

ON CEDAR FALLS ROAD - 

MEMBER OWNED BUSI-

NESS - HOSTING OUR SAT-

URDAY VETERANS COFFEE 

WITH COMRADES 

MEMBER OWNED        

BUSINESS                      

KEVIN WATSON                   

(425) 615-5922 

WFTC23@outlook.com  

Providing expert tree care 

to the Snoqualmie Valley 

and surrounding area. 

The North Bend - Snoqualmie Legionnaire is the Monthly E-Newsletter of American Legion Post 

79, the Department of Washington.  Its purpose is to keep Members and well as the Local Com-

munity informed about our activities and events over the past month and information about up-

coming events.  Nothing is copywrited and can be forwarded and shared with others.  We are on 

social media at #https://www.facebook.com/groups/legionpost79.  Comments and articles with 

photos may be sent to the Editor at artfarash@gmail.com Thank you for reading and sharing. 

POST 79 THANKS ITS 

LOCAL SUPPORTERS 

AND IS PROUD TO 

HAVE THESE       

MEMBER OWNED 

BUSINESSES AS 

PART OF OUR         

LEGION FAMILY 

PUBLISH DATE NOV 7, 2024 
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