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FROM THE EDITOR……after almost a year and with the encouragement of our Commander Chad this is 
an attempt to resume The North Bend-Snoqualmie Legionnaire Newsletter. We can’t promise you an 
issue every month and that depends upon what’s happening which occasionally may be nothing. The 
content depends on the input from our Key Officers with their messages to the Membership.  The success 
of this Newsletter depends on those who read and share it.  Thank you for reading this Newsletter and for 
supporting The American Legion Family.  A.F. 
************************************************************************************************** 
MEETINGS……our Regular Monthly Post Meetings are held each month on the 2nd Thursday of the month 
in the Post Hall in Snoqualmie at 7:00 pm/1900 hrs.  The Post Executive Committee meets prior to the 
meeting at 6:00 pm/1800 hrs.  Refreshments are served following the meeting. Any changes will be 
announced by email and social media. January Meeting will be on Thursday Jan 8th at 7:00 pm/1900 hrs. 
 

As we close out 2025, I want to take a moment to reflect on what has 
been one of the most productive and consequential years in recent 
memory for American Legion Post 79. Through steady leadership, 
renewed partnerships, and a lot of volunteer effort, we have strengthened 
our post’s financial foundation while expanding our impact across the 
Snoqualmie Valley. 
  
Our most significant accomplishment this year was entering into a long-
term lease with the Snoqualmie Valley Healing Center in September. This 
partnership has already helped offset the monthly utilities and 
maintenance costs of our historic post building, keeping our finances 
firmly in the black. Just as importantly, it aligns closely with our mission 
of service by supporting veterans, families, and the broader community in 
meaningful and practical ways. 
  

Thanks to this improved financial stability, we are now reinvesting directly into the post. Next week, we 
will install new luxury vinyl plank (LVP) flooring in both the main hall and south hall. This upgrade 
improves durability, accessibility, and the overall experience for everyone who uses our space. 
  
This year also marked major progress in modernizing how Post 79 operates. We restored control of 
the Post79.org domain, along with SnoqualmieRiders.org, strengthening our online presence. We 
enabled online event leasing of the post for community events, including online payments, making it 
easier for local groups to use our facility while generating sustainable revenue for the post. Behind the 
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scenes, we reduced recurring expenses by lowering our monthly broadband and insurance costs, 
directly improving our bottom line. 
  
On the organizational front, we successfully reestablished our nonprofit status with the IRS. This was an 
essential step in ensuring compliance, transparency, and long-term credibility. We also opened our 
doors once again to meetings of the American Legion Auxiliary and provided scholarships for a 
membership drive aimed at revitalizing the Auxiliary and strengthening our Legion family as a whole. 
  
Our commitment to youth, veterans, and community traditions remained strong. We proudly 
sponsored William Robinson to attend Evergreen Boys State, continued hosting the Warrior Expeditions 
coast-to-coast bike program, and rebuilt our relationship with VFW Post 3436 in Issaquah. We also 
hosted successful community events for Memorial Day, Snoqualmie Days, and Veterans Day. Each one 
honored service while bringing people together. 
  
Looking ahead, challenges remain. A recent King County audit revealing potential fraud in more than $1.8 
billion in contracts is likely to make grant applications more complex and competitive across the region. 
The good news is that because of the work done this year, Post 79 is now far less dependent on grants 
than in the past. Our improved financial footing gives us flexibility, resilience, and independence. 
  
None of these accomplishments happen without the dedication of our members and volunteers. Your 
time, energy, and commitment are what keep this post strong. As we move into 2026, we do so with 
confidence, momentum, and gratitude for this incredible Legion family. 
  
Thank you for being part of American Legion Post 79 and for helping ensure that our post remains strong 
for generations to come. None of these accomplishments happen without the dedication of our 
members and volunteers. Your time, energy, and commitment are what keep this post strong. As we 
move into 2026, we do so with confidence, momentum, and gratitude for this incredible Legion family. 
  
Thank you for being part of American Legion Post 79 and for helping ensure that our post remains strong 
for generations to come. 
  
                   — Chad Magendanz, Commander, American Legion Post 79 
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     PLEASE VISIT OUR NEW WEBSITE @ https://post79.org/ 
 
 
 

The Department of Washington Commander says with the start of a new year, we are now six months into 
the 2026 membership campaign. As of today's numbers, we have 14,042 members, for a 79.85% 
retention rate. Remember, according to our bylaws, everyone not renewed by January 1st is considered 
delinquent. If dues are paid by February 1st, the membership shall be automatically considered 
reinstated. If a membership is not paid by February 1st, all privileges shall be suspended. In suspended 
status, a member cannot hold an office, participate in post activities, or use post facilities. 
 

The American Legion Membership Report for Post 79 shows we have 73 Members with 60 paid up for 
2026 which however does not show the 3 New Members and 2 Transfers we had in 2025. 

 

Post Name Location New PUFL Renewal 

HQ 
Tran 

Totals Goal % of Goal 

WA-0079 Renton-Pickering Inc Snoqualmie 0 18 42 0 60 73 82.19 

https://post79.org/
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In 2026, Four Chaplains Sunday will be observed on February 1, 2026. While 
the official "Four Chaplains Day" always falls on February 3 to mark the 
anniversary of the sinking of the USAT Dorchester in 1943, The American 
Legion typically observes memorial services on the first Sunday of  
February. 

                                         
Each man held the rank of First Lieutenant and represented a different 
religious background:  
• Lt. George L. Fox: A Methodist minister who had previously served as a 
decorated medic in World War I. 
• Lt. Alexander D. Goode: A Reform Rabbi and PhD who had been a leader 
in the Boy Scouts of America. 
• Lt. Clark V. Poling: A minister of the Reformed Church in America (Dutch 
Reformed). 
• Lt. John P. Washington: A Roman Catholic priest from New Jersey 
 
                                 
On its way to Greenland with approximately 900 people on board, 
the Dorchester was torpedoed by a German U-boat in the North Atlantic.  
• Chaos on Deck: The explosion knocked out power, leaving the ship in 
darkness as it began to sink rapidly in icy waters. 
• Ultimate Sacrifice: The chaplains worked to calm panicked soldiers and 
distribute life jackets. When the supply ran out, they removed their own life 
jackets and gave them to four young GIs. 

 

 

VFW Post 
3436 

 

 
 

https://www.legion.org/information-center/calendar
https://www.legion.org/information-center/calendar
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• Final Moments: Survivors in lifeboats reported that the last they saw of the four men, they 
were standing on the slanting deck with arms linked, praying and singing hymns in Hebrew, 
Latin, and English as the ship went down. 

 
“Once topside, the chaplains opened a storage locker and began distributing life jackets. It was then 
that Engineer Grady Clark witnessed an astonishing sight. When there were no more lifejackets in the 
storage room, the chaplains simultaneously removed theirs and gave them to four frightened young 
men. When giving their life jackets, Rabbi Goode did not call out for a Jew; Father Washington did not 
call out for a Catholic; nor did Fox or Poling call out for a Protestant. They simply gave their life 
jackets to the next man in line. One survivor would later say, "It was the finest thing I have seen or 
hope to see this side of heaven."  
 
How will our Post 79 remember the Four Chaplains in our Snoqualmie Valley? Will we remember it at 
all? Spread the word about your Four Chaplains service through local newspapers and social media. 
Encourage reporters to write about the Four Chaplains. Encourage your own pastors and other local 
clergy to remember the Four Chaplains in their services on Four Chaplains Sunday February 1st. 
Encourage your school children to mention the Four Chaplains and their sacrifice on Tuesday 
February 3rd when the Pledge of Allegiance is recited as State Law requires. 
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The Snoqualmie Valley Veterans Honor Guard is and activity of American Legion Post 79 and was 
organized in 2010 and has since provided Color Guards for our annual street parades in North Bend 
and Snoqualmie and has also provided Color Guards presenting the Colors at local public events.  The 
highlight of the year are our Memorial Day Observances at local cemeteries in Preston, Fall City and 
North Bend with the Rifle Team and the Colors presented by the Boy Scouts. 
 

 Every year during the months of July and August Post 79 welcomes and provides overnight support 
to the Warrior Expeditions Combat Veterans. The Warrior Bike Program traverses the 3,700-mile 
Great American Rail-Trail that crosses 12 states between Washington, D.C. and LaPush in 
Washington State.  Their route passes through North Bend on the Snoqualmie Valley Trail.  This year 
there will be 6 Combat Veterans with one Navy and 5 Army Veteran leaving Washington, DC in May.  
They usually arrive either individually or in teams during July and August. The oldest 77-year old 
Army Veteran served in Vietnam in 1969-1972.  The others all had deployments to Bosnia, Iraq, and 
Afghanistan. Our Members typically greet them on the Trail and escort them to their overnight 
accommodations then share dinner and social contact with them a local restaurant.  After breakfast 
the next morning they get an early start on the rest of their journey to the Pacific Ocean at LaPush. 
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This has been Post 79’s most successful Veterans Engaged Program and has had an impact of 
these Veterans coming from all parts of the Country. We all look forward to meeting them during 
their stay in North Bend.  Details will be announced in future Newsletters and on our Social Media at 
North Bend-Snoqualmie American Legion Post 79 Family Group on Facebook.    
                        https://www.facebook.com/groups/legionpost79.   
 

 
    Learn more about Warrior Veterans at https://warriorexpeditions.org/ 
                

 

 

PURPLE HEART CITY 

                           

  Legion Member                          Legion Member                      
 
 

     
                                                      

A "Purple Heart City" is a community that officially recognizes and honors military service members wounded or killed in 
combat by designating itself through a mayoral proclamation or council resolution, demonstrating support for veterans 

and their sacrifices, often installing signs, and holding related commemorative events. This designation shows 
commitment to supporting veterans and acknowledging the significance of the Purple Heart, the nation's oldest military 

medal, first established by George Washington. 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/legionpost79
https://warriorexpeditions.org/
https://www.google.com/search?q=George+Washington&sca_esv=7b47fbbfd466f0de&hl=en&prmd=ivns&sxsrf=ANbL-n6GHQ1e1taP0ScM-7k9G3SOeJvMJg%3A1768101145809&source=lnms&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjm8rW4woKSAxWXPjQIHQ4AN5UQgK4QegQIARAC&biw=1280&bih=631&dpr=1.5&aic=0&mstk=AUtExfC-bf-EVOlZtS8SaDnYoTqOOiOC1chx5sS1DFGaKb22SJlwy5GNLp-t_Ek_nCK5hjYUsBgcsSPob-U3mRB-uDycZUqsSOyvy_vNTb4GnQQKXm7Qu-aObHEN1OibDjUBSPiXmz-NS1q8bqp53R9ekbVffg6ZM9J25z5YBnrlpryBORp2DkiMauxsvbx9ZCEYPazQi-UYD4ep2Uib58p-zwN8wB0H9JF9GPFgR8Mn9R6rtnsv3ApBTDZa2xE5661doN5v2srpA076pEveIit4U1pR&csui=3
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2025 turned out to be a successful year with the 
revitalization of Unit 79 as we reached 100% 
membership for the year for the first time in several 
years, first and foremost. We were also able to start 
getting a game plan together with several goals to 
accomplish, both short and long term, as well as 
areas to improve to promote growth and 
involvement. 
 

 In May, our Junior member, Faith McFadden sang the National Anthem for Post 79's annual 
Memorial Day service at the North Bend Cemetery. Both Faith McFadden and Marie McFadden 
volunteered with the Post 79 Color Guard in August for the Festival at Mt Si Grande Parade and 
Snoqualmie Days Parade, marking their 14th year volunteering with the Color Guard. 
 
Unit 79 was able to provide emergency assistance through our poppy program to 3 veterans and 
their families who desperately needed help due to suffering storm damages, being displaced due to 
flooding and a severe car accident. In December, Junior member, Faith McFadden also handmade 
and donated 40 holiday cards and winter hats to the residents at North Bend Post Acute.  
 
Unfortunately, 2 of our members each experienced some very serious health issues and recovery 
time that we had to work around. Despite that though, 2025 ended on an incredible note with both 
members steadily on the road to recovery and much accomplished. 2026 looks to be an even more 
promising year of revitalization of Unit 79 with several new member applications coming in already 
and with high hopes to bring Unit 79 to our full potential.  
                           Marie McFadden – Auxiliary Unit President 
                       The President's phone number is 425-638-9902  
                            Email is auxiliarypresident79@gmail.com 
                           

 
  

 


