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JULY 2026 SPECIAL WA250 NEWSLETTER 

 

NEW 2026 OFFICERS INSTALLED FOR POST 79 AND AUXILIARY 
UNIT 79  

American Legion Post 79 installed its newly elected officers during the regular membership 
meeting on Thursday, June 11. District 11 Commander Earl Thompson served as the installing 
officer for the ceremony. The 2026 Post 79 officers are: 

 • Commander: Chad Magendanz  

 • First Vice Commander: Tom Snead 

 • Second Vice Commander: Bob Butterfield 

 • Adjutant: George Townsend  

 • Chaplain: Jim Besso  

 • Sergeant-at-Arms: Chad Tietje 

 • Finance Officer: Curt Heaslet 

 • Judge Advocate: Bill Cottringer 

 • Historian: Art Farash 

American Legion Auxiliary Unit 79 installed its newly elected officers during its 
meeting on Sunday, June 28. Auxiliary District President Mary Olson officiated at the 
installation ceremony                        

  
 President: Dimitria Morgan 
 Secretary: Victoria Reeves 
 Treasurer: Galen Magendanz 
 Chaplain: Patti Yetneberk 
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Congratulations to all of the newly installed officers of American Legion Post 79 and American 
Legion Auxiliary Unit 79. We thank each of them for their willingness to serve and wish them a 
successful and rewarding year as they lead our Legion Family in service to our veterans, our 
community, and our nation—for God and Country. 

 

AMERICA’S 250th IN THE SNOQUALMIE VALLEY 
AND THE NATION 

 
The Fourth of July, or Independence Day, is the nation's 
premier summer holiday, commemorating the adoption of 
the Declaration of Independence in 1776. Across the United 
States, communities celebrate with spectacular fireworks, 
festive parades, neighborhood barbecues, patriotic concerts, 
and other traditions that honor the country's founding. 
 

America's 250th anniversary was celebrated in a somewhat low-key fashion in the Snoqualmie 
Valley, but local pride was on full display. Snoqualmie marked the occasion with its 10th Annual 
Red, White & Boom fireworks celebration at Snoqualmie Community Park, while North Bend 
hosted its inaugural Fourth of July Family Fun Parade. Leading the parade with pride was 
American Legion Auxiliary Unit 79's Color Guard, featuring Marie McFadden, Faith McFadden, 
and Paige, who proudly carried the National Colors to begin the community celebration. 

 
 

And at the Issaquah 4th of July Parade several Post 79 Members joined with     
Members of Issaquah’s VFW Post 3436 to lead the Parade with the Colors. 
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Let’s not forget the sacrifices of the Patriots of the 
Revolutionary war and congratulations to all the 
descendants with the Sons and Daughters or the 
American Revolution and all those who had ancestors 
that fought for their Freedom. Revolutionary War 
Soldiers comprised a highly diverse force of roughly 
40,000 active Continentals and local militia members 
who secured American independence between 1775 
and 1783. While early enlistments drew heavily from 
local farmers and tradesmen, the core fighting force 
evolved into a standing army increasingly reliant on 
poorer laborers, indentured servants, immigrants, and 
marginalized populations.  
 

Commander's Corner 
Summer is in full swing, and there is no better time to celebrate the strength of our 
Legion Family and our connection to the Snoqualmie Valley community. 

First, I would like to congratulate the newly installed officers of American Legion 
Post 79 and American Legion Auxiliary Unit 79. Thank you to each of you for 
stepping forward to serve. The success of our organizations depends on members 
who are willing to dedicate their time, talents, and leadership in support of our 
veterans, our youth, and our community. I look forward to working alongside each 
of you during the coming year as we continue building on the momentum we've 
established. 

This summer also gives us many opportunities to represent the American Legion 
throughout the Valley. We hope you'll join us for the 250th Anniversary Family Fun 
Fourth of July Parade in North Bend as our nation begins commemorating America's 
Semiquincentennial. Looking ahead, we'll also participate in the Festival at Mt. Si 
Grand Parade on August 8 and the Snoqualmie Days Grand Parade on August 22. 
These events are a wonderful opportunity to honor our veterans, meet our 
neighbors, and remind the community that Post 79 continues to serve those who 
have served. 

One event I'm especially looking forward to is our Joint American Legion and VFW 
Picnic on August 27 at South Fork. Our renewed partnership with VFW Post 3436 
has already produced great results, and this gathering will provide an opportunity 
for members of both organizations to enjoy good food, fellowship, and the shared 
mission that unites us. I encourage every member to attend and help strengthen 
the bonds between our two veteran organizations. 
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I also want to highlight an outstanding new benefit available to veterans and their 
families. Through the Grow with Google program, eligible participants now have free 
access to Google's AI training platform, including 392 online courses and 
professional certifications. Whether you're looking to learn about artificial 
intelligence, strengthen your digital skills, explore a new career path, or simply stay 
current with rapidly changing technology, this is an outstanding opportunity. I 
encourage everyone to take advantage of this valuable resource. 

As always, thank you to our members, volunteers, Auxiliary, and community 
partners for everything you do to make Post 79 a vibrant and growing organization. 
Every event we host, every veteran we assist, and every young person we support 
is possible because of your commitment to service. 

I hope to see many of you at our summer events. Together, we'll continue honoring 
those who served while ensuring that American Legion Post 79 remains an active 
and visible part of our community. 

For God and Country, 

Chad Magendanz 
Commander 
American Legion Renton-Pickering Post #79  


