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Commander's Corner 

As we move from Memorial Day into the summer season, I want to extend my heartfelt thanks to 
everyone who helped make the past month such a success for American Legion Post 79. 

Our annual Poppy Day fundraiser was another tremendous success. Every poppy distributed serves 
as a reminder of the sacrifices made by our nation's veterans and helps support programs that 
continue serving veterans and their families. Thank you to all of our volunteers and community 

members who contributed their time and generosity. 

Memorial Day was especially meaningful this year. Post 79 conducted services in Preston, Fall City, 
and North Bend, honoring those who gave their lives in service to our country. These ceremonies 

remain among the most important traditions of the American Legion, ensuring that the sacrifices of 
our fallen heroes are never forgotten.  

 
 
This year's observances were made even more special by the dedication of our new Veterans 

Memorial statue at the Snoqualmie Post. The statue stands as a permanent tribute to all who have 
served and sacrificed, and it will serve as a place of remembrance for generations to come. We were 

honored to present a plaque of appreciation to the Chairman of the Snoqualmie Tribe during the 
dedication ceremony in recognition of the Tribe's ongoing support of Post 79 and our veterans 
programs. Their partnership has helped make many of our recent accomplishments possible. 

 
Many organizations and individuals contributed to the success of our Memorial Day events. I would 

like to offer special thanks to Scout Troop 425, Flintoft's Funeral Home, and the Annie Pulliam 



                   JUNE 2026 MEMORIAL DAY SPECIAL NEWSLETTER 

 

                                                                                                      2 
 

Chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution for their assistance and participation. Their 
dedication to honoring our veterans helped make these ceremonies truly memorable. 

 
I would also like to congratulate the members of American Legion Auxiliary Unit 79 on their 

successful revitalization efforts. It has been exciting to see renewed energy and participation within 
the Auxiliary, strengthening the entire Legion Family. We look forward to the installation of Unit 79's 
newly elected officers at their June meeting and thank you to all in the American Legion family who 

have stepped forward to serve in leadership roles during the coming year. 
 

The completion of our Veterans Memorial is not the end of the project. We are continuing our 
campaign to place personalized engraved bricks around the statue. For a $100 donation, supporters 
can honor a veteran, family member, or loved one with a permanent 4" x 8" engraved brick that will 

become part of this lasting memorial. If you have not yet participated, I encourage you to consider 
leaving your family's legacy at the memorial while supporting the post. 

 
As we look ahead, there is much to be excited about. Post 79 will once again participate in the Family 

4th of July celebration and parade in North Bend, followed by community activities during 
Snoqualmie Days and the Festival at Mt. Si. These events provide wonderful opportunities to connect 
with our neighbors, promote patriotism, and showcase the important work of the American Legion 

throughout the Snoqualmie Valley. 
 

We are also proud to be working with the City of North Bend as it pursues designation as a Purple 
Heart City. This recognition honors the service and sacrifice of Purple Heart recipients and 

demonstrates our community's commitment to remembering those wounded or killed in combat. 
 
Thank you for everything you do to support Post 79, our veterans, and our community. Together, we 

continue to build a stronger organization and ensure that the legacy of service and sacrifice remains 
alive for future generations. 
 

For God and Country 
Chad Magendanz 

Commander, American Legion Renton-Pickering Post #79 
  

MEMORIAL DAY IN THE SNOQUALMIE VALLEY 

Post 79 kicked off Memorial Day Weekend with two Poppy Tables at QFC in North Bend, raising 
generous donations to enable the Post tosupport veterans, active-duty military personnel, and their 

families. Thanks to the dedication of our volunteers, both days were highly successful and provided a 
wonderful opportunity to connect with members of the community. We extend our sincere 

appreciation to the volunteers from Post 79 and Auxiliary Unit 79 for their hard work and support.  
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Post 79 continued its longstanding Memorial Day tradition on Monday with ceremonies at Preston 

Cemetery, Fall City Cemetery, and Mt. Si Cemetery in North Bend, led by Post Commander Chad 
Magendanz. The Rifle Team from the Snoqualmie Veterans Honor Guard provided military honors, 

including the playing of Taps, at each cemetery. The Color Guard from Scouts of Fall City Troop 425, 
under the command of John Velimesis, proudly participated in the ceremonies. 
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The day's events culminated with the dedication of the new statue at the Snoqualmie Valley Veterans 
Memorial. 

During the ceremony, Commander Magendanz presented an appreciation plaque to Snoqualmie 

Tribal Chairman Robert de los Angeles in recognition of his support and contributions. 
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  You are invited to use this Link to visit our Photo Album with photos from all of the 

cemeteries and the dedication ceremony at the Snoqualmie Valley Veteran’s Memorial 

https://photos.app.goo.gl/NXWmc1uvob4Q4AQ5A 
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