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As the nation approaches September 11, 
2026, marking the 25th anniversary of the 

2001 terrorist attacks, communities, 
organizations, and citizens across the United 

States are uniting under the enduring promise to 
Never Forget the 2,977 lives lost. This 

milestone anniversary stands as a historic 
moment of national tribute, education, and 

reflection 

Remembering 9/11: A Quarter Century of Honor and Service. Twenty-five years ago, the morning of 
September 11, 2001, permanently altered the American story. We lost thousands of innocent lives in 
New York City, at the Pentagon, and in a quiet field near Shanksville, Pennsylvania. Yet, amidst the 
profound heartbreak of that day, we also witnessed the very best of humanity: extraordinary courage 
from first responders, passengers, neighbors, and service members. For our veteran community, 
9/11 was more than a national tragedy—it was a definitive turning point. It catalyzed a quarter-
century legacy of military duty, reshaping the lives of service members and their families for 
generations 

As the nation marks a quarter century since 9/11, remembrance must be more than a look backward. 
It is an act of gratitude, a promise of care, and a responsibility to teach those too young to 
remember why that day matters. For veterans, especially those who served in the years that 
followed, 9/11 was not only a national tragedy; it became a turning point that changed the direction 
of their lives, their families, and their service. 

NATO invoked Article 5 for the first and only time in its history on September 12, 2001, following the 
9/11 terrorist attacks against the United States. Enshrined in the 1949 North Atlantic Treaty, Article 5 
sets the principle of collective defense: an attack on one member is an attack on all. 

.     "PATRIOT DAY - SEPTEMBER 11, 2001" 
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As summer draws to a close, I want to thank everyone 
who helped make it such a busy and successful season 
for American Legion Post 79. 
  
Post 79 was well represented throughout the Snoqualmie 
Valley this summer, including the Festival at Mt. Si Grand 
Parade in North Bend and the Snoqualmie Days Grand 
Parade. Thank you to everyone who marched with our 
colors, staffed our booths, or came out to support the 
Post. These community events are an important 
opportunity to honor our veterans and demonstrate that 
the American Legion remains an active part of the Valley. 

  
We also had the privilege of once again welcoming veterans participating in the Warrior Expeditions 
Great American Rail-Trail program. Our receptions for these riders have become one of my favorite 
Post 79 traditions, giving us an opportunity to welcome fellow veterans to the Valley and offer some 
hospitality and camaraderie as they make their way across the country. Thank you to everyone who 
helped greet and host our riders this year. 
  
We capped off our summer activities with our joint American Legion and VFW picnic at South Fork. It 
was great to see members of Post 79 and VFW Post 3436 come together for an evening of food and 
fellowship. Our relationship with the VFW continues to grow stronger, and I look forward to more 
opportunities to work together in the coming year. 
  
We've also continued investing in our Post home. This summer we installed smart thermostats and a 
video doorbell to improve energy efficiency, security, and management of the building. Next week, 
during the week of August 31, we'll also receive a free upgrade to the flooring in the main hall to 
address some of the outstanding issues with the original installation. These improvements will help us 
protect our historic building while making it a better home for our members and community. 
  
On a personal note, I want to thank our two Vice Commanders for stepping up and keeping things 
running while I was away in July on my motorcycle trip to the Arctic Ocean. I greatly appreciate their 
leadership and willingness to cover for me. 
  
As we head into fall, we'll also see some changes on our Post Executive Committee. Tom Snead and 
Curt Heaslet are both moving out of the area, and I want to thank them for their service to Post 79 
and wish them the very best. 
  
Their departures create opportunities for other members to step forward. We are looking for 
members interested in serving as 2nd Vice Commander and Finance Officer, and we continue to 
have an existing vacancy for Service Officer. If you've considered becoming more involved in Post 
79, this is a great opportunity to do so. Please reach out to me if you're interested in one of these 
positions or would like to learn more about what's involved. 
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We've accomplished a lot this summer, and none of it would have 
been possible without members willing to volunteer their time and 
talents. Thank you to everyone who marched, staffed a booth, 
welcomed a Warrior Expeditions rider, helped at an event, or 
supported the Post in other ways.  
  
Let's carry that momentum into the fall. 
  
For God and Country, 
  
Commander 
American Legion Renton-Pickering Post #79 
  

 
 

August was a busy and patriotic month for American Legion Post 79, as the Snoqualmie Valley Veterans 
Color Guard proudly led two of the Valley’s most celebrated community parades. 
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                     FESTIvAl AT MT. SI — NORTh BEND 

The first stop was the Festival at Mt. Si Parade, which marched through downtown North Bend on Saturday, 
August 8th. With the American flag proudly leading the way, the Snoqualmie Valley Veterans Color Guard 
presented a sharp and dignified appearance as they opened the parade. Their presence served as a powerful 
reminder of the men and women who have served—and continue to serve—our nation. For parade spectators 
lining the streets, the Color Guard provided one of the day's most visible expressions of patriotism and 
community pride. 

SNOquAlMIE DAYS — SNOquAlMIE 

On Saturday, August 22nd, the Color Guard was back in formation, this time leading the Snoqualmie Days 
Parade through downtown Snoqualmie. Once again, the sight of veterans proudly carrying the nation's colors 
brought cheers and recognition from the crowd. Representing Post 79 in these community events is an 
important part of the Legion's continuing commitment to keeping patriotism and appreciation for military 
service visible throughout the Snoqualmie Valley. 

MORE ThAN A PARADE 

 
Post 79's involvement at Snoqualmie Days extended beyond the parade route. The Post also maintained an 
Informational Booth, where members handed out information about the American Legion and its programs 
and services. The booth provided an opportunity for residents and visitors to learn more about the Legion, 
veterans' programs, membership, and the many ways Post 79 supports veterans, their families, and the local 
community. It was a great opportunity for Post 79 members to meet their neighbors, answer questions, and let 
people know that American Legion Post 79 is here to serve. 

“CARRYING ThE COlORS. hONORING ThOSE WhO SERvED. 
SERvING OuR COMMuNITY.” 

From North Bend to Snoqualmie, the Snoqualmie Valley Veterans Color Guard continues to proudly represent 
American Legion Post 79 wherever the colors are needed. 
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August demonstrated once again that the Legion's commitment to the community goes well beyond the Post home. 
Whether marching at the front of a parade, greeting neighbors at an information booth, or supporting veterans and their 
families, Post 79 continues to put its motto of “For God and Country” into action.  

We salute the members of the Snoqualmie Valley Veterans Color 
Guard and all of the Post 79 volunteers who helped make these 

August community events a success. 

Here’s a video of the Snoqualmie Days Parade Color Guard   

                https://youtu.be/L9z13mZYVSA 
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A NEW BEGINNING AND A GROWING COMMITMENT TO OuR 
COMMuNITY 

The American Legion Auxiliary Unit 79 has recently been reorganized and is beginning an exciting new 
chapter of service to veterans, military families, The American Legion, and our local community. 

With a current membership of 13 members, Unit 79 held its first election of officers following the 
reorganization. The new leadership is committed to building a strong and active Auxiliary while supporting the 
programs and mission of American Legion. 

The Mission of the American Legion Auxiliary                                                                           
The purpose of the American Legion Auxiliary is to support The American Legion, honor the sacrifices of our 
military personnel, and enhance the lives of veterans, active-duty service members, and their families. The 
Auxiliary carries out this mission through a number of important programs and activities, including: 

 Supporting Veterans and Military Families 
ALA members advocate for the needs of veterans, assist wounded or ill service members, and provide 
support to military families at home and abroad. 

 Supporting The American Legion 
Unit members partner with and assist The American Legion in carrying out community service projects 
and both local and national programs. 

 Promoting Patriotism 
The Auxiliary promotes responsible citizenship, respect for the American flag, and a strong 
understanding of the principles and ideals upon which our nation was founded.  

 Mentoring and Supporting Youth 
The ALA sponsors important youth programs such as Girls State and Girls Nation, while also 
encouraging leadership, character, and responsible citizenship among young people.                                    

 Education and Scholarships 
The Auxiliary provides academic scholarships and promotes literacy and quality education in 
communities throughout the country. 

                         uNIT 79 REPRESENTS WITh PRIDE 

Unit 79 members have already demonstrated their commitment to our community. Members proudly carried the 
Unit 79 Colors in the North Bend Fourth of July Parade, as well as the Festival at Mt. Si Parade in North 
Bend and the Snoqualmie Days Parade in August. 
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Their participation in these community celebrations provided an opportunity to proudly represent the American 
Legion Auxiliary and demonstrate the spirit of patriotism and service that is at the heart of the organization. 

The reorganization of Unit 79 marks the beginning of what promises to be an active and productive year. With 
dedicated members, new leadership, and a renewed commitment to service, American Legion Auxiliary Unit 
79 is ready to grow and make a difference in the lives of veterans, military families, youth, and the entire 
Snoqualmie Valley community. 

We welcome new members who share this commitment to service, patriotism, and supporting our 
veterans and military families 

uNIT 79 — SERvICE, PATRIOTISM, AND 
COMMuNITY 

                    A Tradition of Veterans Helping Veterans 

                                  From the Pacific Crest Trail to the Pacific Ocean 

What began with helping veterans on the Pacific Crest Trail has grown into one of American Legion 
Post 79's most meaningful annual veteran-support programs. 

For years, North Bend–Snoqualmie American Legion Post 79 has supported veterans participating in 
Warrior Expeditions, a nonprofit organization that helps veterans transition from their wartime 
experiences through long-distance outdoor adventures. 

Warrior Expeditions operates several programs, including Warrior Hike, Warrior Bike and Warrior 
Paddle. The organization describes these expeditions as a way for veterans to decompress, build 
camaraderie and develop lasting connections with other veterans and the communities they 
encounter along the way. 

Post 79's involvement began with support for Warrior Hikers traveling the Pacific Crest Trail 
through the Snoqualmie Pass area. That relationship eventually expanded to the Warrior Bike 
program, bringing Post 79 members face-to-face with veterans who had already traveled thousands 
of miles across America. 

                                                                                                                                                                         

 



                                   NORTH BEND-SNOQUALMIE LEGIONNAIRE  SEPTEMBER 2026 
 

                                                                                                      8 
 

                                       WARRIOR BIKE JOURNEY 

 

The Warrior Bike program follows the approximately 3,700- to 3,800-mile Great American Rail-Trail route 
from Washington, D.C., to Washington State, crossing 12 states. The journey generally takes place from May 
through August. Because the Great American Rail-Trail is still being developed, Warrior Expeditions uses 
existing trails and connecting routes to complete the cross-country journey. 

For the veterans who undertake this challenge, reaching Washington means they are approaching the final miles 
of an extraordinary journey. Their destination is La Push on the Pacific Coast, where they complete their 
cross-country adventure. By the time they reach the Snoqualmie Valley, they have already traveled thousands of 
miles and have only the final portion of their journey remaining. That is where Post 79 comes in. 

                                      POST 79 WELCOMES THE WARRIORS 

Post 79 began its organized support of Warrior Bike participants in 2021. When the riders reach the Snoqualmie 
Valley, Post 79 members and community supporters provide something very different from the miles of 
pavement and trail they have experienced: a warm welcome and a place to rest. Support has included meeting 
the riders as they arrive, providing dinner, overnight accommodations and breakfast, and helping them get back 
on the route for the final push toward the Pacific. This tradition continued in 2026, when Post 79 again 
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welcomed Warrior Expedition riders arriving in the "Other Washington." Riders were met in North Bend, 
provided meals and lodging, and sent on their way toward the coast and their final destination at La Push. 

 

“Every rider who arrives in North Bend represents another opportunity for our 
community to say ‘Welcome Home’ to a veteran.” 

                                                       A TIMELINE OF SERVICE 

Before the bicycle rides became an annual tradition, Post 79 was already supporting Warrior Expeditions 
veterans hiking the Pacific Crest Trail through Snoqualmie Pass Post 79 began its organized annual support of 
Warrior Bike participants in 2021. The cross-country riders became a new part of the Post's continuing 
commitment to veterans. With the 2026 season, Post 79 has completed its sixth consecutive year of organized 
support for 4 Warrior Bike participants, continuing a tradition that began in 2021. 

                                                                                                                             
MORE THAN A PLACE TO STOP 

For the riders, North Bend is more than simply another stop along a 3,700-plus-mile route. After weeks and 
months on the road, arriving in the Snoqualmie Valley gives these veterans an opportunity to slow down, enjoy 
a good meal, get some much-needed rest, and spend time with people who understand the bonds created 
through military service. For Post 79 members, the experience is equally rewarding. 

These veterans arrive as travelers passing through our community, but the shared experience of military service 
quickly creates a bond. Conversations over dinner often become stories about military service, family, travel, 
challenges overcome and the journey ahead. That is the essence of the American Legion's long-standing 
tradition of Veterans Helping Veterans. 
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                                                      A COMMUNITY EFFORT 

Although Post 79 organizes and coordinates much of the welcome, this program is not accomplished by one 
person or one organization It is made possible by Legion members, families, community volunteers and local 
supporters who contribute their time, homes, meals, transportation and hospitality. Warrior Expeditions itself 
provides veterans with the equipment, clothing, supplies and training necessary to complete their expeditions at 
no cost to the participants. Community supporters along the route provide the additional logistical support—
such as food, transportation and lodging—that helps make these extraordinary journeys possible. Post 79 is 
proud to be one of those communities. 

                                              THE JOURNEY CONTINUES 

From the mountains of the Pacific Crest Trail to the long road across America, Post 79's involvement with 
Warrior Expeditions has grown into a lasting tradition. Every rider who arrives in North Bend represents 
another opportunity for our community to say "Welcome Home" to a veteran. The miles may begin in 
Washington, D.C., but the journey toward healing, camaraderie and a new chapter in life continues all the way 
to the Pacific. And when these veterans reach North Bend, they know they are not traveling alone. 

. 


